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Preface 

To use this primer effectively and efficiently, read through each section of the primer 

carefully. After a complete and thorough reading, return to the sections that you found interesting 

and note where there is more that you would like to say or questions that you would like to 

research based off ideas presented here. Follow the sources included in the bibliography and 

further reference section for more detailed perspectives and information. This primer is not a 

comprehensive source of arguments or research for this topic, it is merely an introduction to the 

topic. All entering teams are advised to complete their own research well beyond the scope of 

this primer on the resolution. Finally, all scholar works and perspectives discussed in this topic 

paper are not necessarily representative of the authors’ viewpoints. The authors intended to 

provide a range of viewpoints on the resolution to offer a balanced take on the resolution.  

Introduction 

 This primer provides IPPF teams with resources and ideas for crafting quality qualifying 

round essays. The IPPF resolution will and should go where the research leads, and it is not the 

intention of this primer to define the parameters of the resolution. This year the IPPF resolution 
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is “Resolved: When in conflict, a nation's self-interest should outweigh its international 

commitments to migrants.”   

 Migration covers an extensive variation of movements, situations, and people of all 

occupations and backgrounds. Migration has helped improve people’s lives in both origin and 

destination countries and has offered opportunities for millions of people worldwide to forge safe 

and meaningful lives abroad. Not all migration occurs in positive circumstances, however. In 

recent years there has been an increase in migration and displacement occurring due to conflict, 

persecution, environmental degradation and change, and a profound lack of human security and 

opportunity.  

The resolution is both prompt and urgent. In 2015, there were 244 million international 

migrants (International Organization for Migration, 2017, p. 5). In 2017, there were 258 million 

international migrants (United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population 

Division, 2017, p. 4). The United Nations projects that there will be approximately 405 million 

international migrants in 2050 (International Organization for Migration, 2017, p. 5).  

Given the number of migrants, it is not surprising that migration is a high-priority policy 

issue for many governments throughout the world. It is also a crucial issue at the international 

level. Incremental advancements in international cooperation on migration have occurred 

recently. In December 2018, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Global Compact 

for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, which “point[s] the way toward humane and sensible 

action to benefit countries of origin, transit and destination as well as migrants themselves” 

(United Nations, 2018).  

 Simultaneously, countries have begun to assert their self-interest as reasons for declining 

to accept migrants into their borders. For example, the United States refused to ratify the Global 
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Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration because it wanted to protect and maintain its 

sovereignty (Spakovsky & Schaefer, 2018). The largest number of international migrants, 50 

million, reside in the United States (United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 

Population Division, 2017, p. 5). Other countries, such as Australia, Israel, and Poland, also 

refused to ratify the compact based on concerns of sovereignty (Spakovsky & Schaefer, 2018).  

The balance of this primer is the following. First, this primer will familiarize IPPF 

contestants with some background on the resolution. Second, it will unpack some of the key 

terms in the resolution. Third, it will summarize affirmative and negative arguments. Fourth, this 

primer will offer suggestions on persuasive writing. Lastly, the primer outlines a variety of 

articles and other research as starting points for research on the resolution.  

Background 

National Self-Interest 

Background 

This section is intended to provide an overview of potential interpretations of what 

constitutes “a nation’s self-interest” under the resolution. National self-interest relies on theories 

of sovereignty, or the right of a nation to make decisions on behalf of its people. With the 

establishment of international organizations in the 20th century and their continued growth and 

influence during the 21st century, the principles of sovereignty continue to underlie global issues, 

including migration. Stephen Groves, a senior research fellow at the conservative Heritage 

Foundation think tank, argues the following:  

Today, our sovereignty faces new threats. International organizations and courts seek to 

reshape the international system. Nations are to give up their sovereignty and be 
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governed by a “global consensus.” Independent, sovereign nations will be replaced by 

“transnational” organizations that reject national sovereignty. The demand that the United 

States bow to this “global consensus” does not respect American sovereignty (Groves).  

Some political scientists also argue that nations must view international commitments 

through the lens of the national interest and values. Myron Weiner, a political scientist and 

scholar of international migration, argued that:  

Whether a country's migration policies should give preference to the spouses, children, 

parents, or siblings of citizens or aliens, to individuals with specified skills or levels of 

education, or to unskilled low-wage workers or to individuals of financial means, or 

indeed whether a country should have an immigration policy at all is not a matter of 

moral principles but of politically defined national interests and values is, in the broadest 

sense, national sovereignty (Weiner 179). 

International Commitments 

Background  

The phrase “international commitments to migrants” is quite vague and open to much 

interpretation. There is no standard definition of “international commitment” let alone a 

consensus on what the term means in reference to migrants.  

Accordingly, there are many possible interpretations teams can use to interpret what 

international commitments to migrants means under this resolution. The interpretations 

mentioned in this primer are by no means an exhaustive list of what teams can defend in their 

essays.  

Under most interpretations of “international commitments to migrants” the following 

would likely be included:  
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 International agreements (treaties, UN resolutions, multi-state deals) 

 Forms of international aid (humanitarian and military).  

 A nation’s moral or ethical norms or “rules.”  

Under most interpretations of “international commitments to migrants” the following 

would likely not be included:  

 Domestic policies (e.g. admissions policies, deportation policies, quotas on 

admission, and travel-entry restrictions).  

Under current international norms, political states have the right to control their borders. 

Thus, countries that place restrictions on the number of migrants they admit annually do not have 

a requirement or a “commitment” that entry is maximized for that year. Moreover, if the 

executive branch or a legislative body of a country gave permanent or temporary protections to 

residents of other countries within their country, that could be an international commitment 

because the country might have provided hospitatility as a result of certain international 

agreements. Rather, such a deal was unilaterally reached internally (the only international 

component is that some group of non-citizens will not be deported to their country of origin).  

Sustainable Development Goals 

On September 27, 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development. All 193 Member States of the UN have adopted the Sustainable 

Development Goals. The Agenda recognized international migration as a crucial part of global 

sustainable development. In September 2018, the London-based Overseas Development Institute, 

an independent research institute, published a comprehensive report connecting migration to 15 

of the 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) (Overseas Development Institute). We highly 
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recommend that IPPF teams review  the introduction to this report, as it may present teams with 

several interesting paradigms for interpreting the resolution.   

EU-Turkey Migrant Deal 

In 2016, the European Union (EU) and Turkey signed a deal limiting the influx of 

irregular migrants (people entering or exiting a State without legal permission) entering the EU 

through Turkey (International Organization for Migration). A central aspect of the deal is the 

return of irregular migrants to Turkey. These migrants entered the EU through Turkey without 

having undergone a formal asylum application process (Becatoros, 2019). 

In exchange for Turkey's willingness to secure its borders and host irregular migrants.  

The EU agreed to resettle Syrian migrants living in Turkey who had qualified for asylum. The 

EU also agreed to lessen visa restrictions for Turkish citizens and offered the Turkish 

government a payment of six billion euros, three billion of which would go to support Syrian 

refugee communities in Turkey (Becatoros, 2019).  

The deal has been successful in stemming the number of irregular migrants entering the 

EU from Turkey. There is discussion among policymakers for the United States to enter into a 

similar agreement with Mexico and Guatemala (Norman, 2019).  

However, the EU-Turkey deal has also been controversial. The entry of nearly 4 million 

asylum seekers from Syria into Turkey has placed extensive strain on Turkey’s economy and 

society (Makovsky). Indeed, as recently as July 2019, Turkey threatened to suspend the deal if 

the EU does not allow visa-free travel for Turkish people into the EU (Kern).  

Global Compact for Migration  

 At the heart of this year’s resolution is the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 

Migration (GCM), the first and only inter-governmentally negotiated resolution concerning all 
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forms of international migration (United Nations Refugees and Migrants). Plans for the drafting 

the GCM were formulated on September 19, 2016, when heads of state and government of 193 

United Nations Member States convened at the United Nations General Assembly to discuss 

global migration trends. At the meeting, the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants 

was adopted, indicating that UN Member States were committed to sweepingly alter the global 

approach to migration. Member States that signed onto the declaration agreed to work together to 

create a Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) and a Global Compact 

on Refugees (GCR). After 18 months of extensive negotiations, 164 countries signed the 

conclusive version of the pact into adoption on December 19, 2018 (United Nations Refugees 

and Migrants).  

 Since the plans to develop the GCM were announced in 2016, the pact has been 

controversial. Supporters of the pact believe that it will usher in a new age of cooperation and 

coordination on global migration. Opponents fear it will result in international discord and 

increased undocumented migration. In many ways, the debate surrounding the GCM is reflected 

in the core of this year’s resolution. If a country signed on to the GCM in 2018 (an international 

commitment) and is facing internal turmoil (a conflict), should it neglect its commitment to 

resolve its problems or improve conditions for its people (self-interest)?  

 The Global Compact for Migration is non-binding. In his opening remarks on the day of 

the compact’s signing, UN Secretary-General António Guterres (quoting the GCM) said: 

“[I]t is not legally binding. It is a framework for international cooperation, rooted in an 

inter-governmental process of negotiation in good faith, that specifically reaffirms the 

principle of State sovereignty, including ‘the sovereign right of States to determine their 
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national migration policy and their prerogative to govern migration within their 

jurisdiction, in conformity with international law’” (United Nations, 2018).   

Key Terms and Definitions 

This section introduces the key terms of the resolution. The definitions included in this 

section are included as examples of how to interpret the important words or phrases of the 

resolution. Teams are encouraged to research and define terms however they see fit, but they 

should have clear logic and reasoning behind their chosen definitions for key phrases. For the 

qualifying round, definitions are less important, and teams should not feel that they must 

extensively define all the murky terms of the resolution. Qualifying essays should focus on 

logical clarity, and definitions should be offered only if they help to shed light on interpretations 

that teams take on the resolution’s phrases. For subsequent rounds, definitions and justifications 

for their use will be important on this resolution because there are many possible ways to 

interpret the resolution.  

Nation  

Oxford English Dictionary offers a comprehensive definition of “nation” as follows: 

 (1a) “A people or group of peoples; a political state. A large aggregate of communities 

and individuals united by factors such as common descent, language, culture, history, or 

occupation of the same territory, so as to form a distinct people. Now also: such a people 

forming a political state; a political state” (“Nation, n.1”).  

Seemingly, the term can refer to many different categories of people, but the intended 

meaning can be relatively easily distinguished based on surrounding sentences or paragraphs. 

Today, nations can be confined within their state territories (e.g. the Japanese and Egyptians), 
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scattered across multiple states (e.g. the Kurds and Jews), or confined within another state’s 

territory (e.g. Catalonia and the Navajo tribe). However, in context of the resolution, the ‘nation’ 

can be considered a decision-maker (actor or agent) faced with a choice to make. The power to 

control borders and make commitments to migrants generally falls to the heads of states and 

governments - the representatives of the political state in the international arena. Therefore, 

unless they are representatives tasked with making decisions on behalf of the nation, the 

individual members that comprise a nation or even large populations of the nation working 

together cannot make international commitments to migrants and they cannot adopt large-scale 

actions in the nation’s self-interest. 

Migrant  

 General Term 

 There is no standard, universally accepted definition of migrant. Because the term 

‘migrant’ is not defined in international law, there are many groups of people to which it can 

refer to. However, as with nation, context can be helpful in determining the precise meaning of 

the group of people under discussion. Here are three commonly cited definitions that help 

illustrate the necessity of clarifying the term in your essays:  

 The International Organization for Migration defines “migrant” as, “An umbrella term, 

not defined under international law, reflecting the common lay understanding of a person 

who moves away from his or her place of usual residence, whether within a country or 

across an international border, temporarily or permanently, and for a variety of 

reasons.” (International Organization for Migration, 2017, p. 3).  

 Lexico (Oxford Dictionaries) defines it as, “A person who moves from one place to 

another, especially in order to find work or better living conditions. (Lexico, n.d.).  
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 Macmillan Dictionary defines it as, “one that travels to a different place or country in 

order to stay there.” (Macmillan Dictionary, n.d.).  

Migrants, Refugees, Asylum Seekers 

 There is a crucial difference between the terms “migrant” and “refugee.”. These terms are 

not interchangeable in most contexts and an obfuscation of these terms may result in a faulty 

understanding of the resolution. Remember, the resolution includes all migrants, not just 

refugees and asylum-seekers.  

 “Refugee” has been defined in international law since the 1951 UN Convention on 

Refugees, and the definition was amended in 1967 to apply to all future cases of refugees. 

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), today’s working 

definition of “refugee” stems from the 1951 Convention, which defines a “refugee” as “someone 

who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a well-founded fear of 

being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 

group, or political opinion” (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 2016). Therefore, 

according to the broadest definitions of “migrant” all refugees are migrants, but not all migrants 

are refugees.  

 Individuals who meet the above criteria are not automatically categorized as refugees. 

Rather, their claims must be processed and reviewed by state officials to determine if they meet 

the above definition before they can properly be called migrants. Before they are approved as 

refugees, they are referred to as “asylum seekers.” According to the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), asylum seekers are those who, “move across 

borders in search of protection, but who may not fulfill the strict criteria laid down by the 1951 

Convention. Asylum seeker describes someone who has applied for protection as a refugee and 
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is awaiting the determination of his or her status” (United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 

Cultural Organization, n.d.).  

 Other types of migrants 

Since the resolution does not specify any specific categories of migrants, teams are 

advised to become familiar with the most common forms of migration. Migration is commonly 

categorized by the following distinctions: permanent or temporary, forced or voluntary, and 

internal or international migration.  

The distinction between permanent or temporary migration is predicated on time and 

intention. Permanent migrants are those who move from one location to live permanently in 

another place, they do not intend to return to their prior geographic area of residence. Temporary 

migrants are those who live in two or more different areas throughout the span of a year, such as 

seasonal laborers.  

Migration is commonly distinguished as either forced or voluntary migration. Forced 

migration usually results from large, catastrophic events (e.g. war or famine or weather induced 

natural disasters like Hurrican Dorian displaced thousands of Bahamians) that expel people from 

their homes and into another geographic area, this includes refugees and internally displaced 

peoples. Voluntary migration is generally undertaken for social or economic reasons.  

Internal and international migration concern the endpoint of a migrant’s journey. Internal 

migration is the form of migration referred to when people move from one location to another 

within the same country. International migration describes migration of people from one country 

to another country.  
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Legal versus Illegal 

 The resolution does not in any way distinguish between “legal” and “illegal” forms 

migration. Both types are considered forms of migration and should be researched under the 

resolution. Teams should be aware there is a significant (and growing) body of literature that 

advises against using the terms “illegal immigrant” and “illegal alien” to refer to people who are 

undocumented (or unauthorized) to live in a country they have entered and reside within 

(International Justice Center). However, this literature is contested, and many scholars and 

politicians still frequently use the original terms. In this paper, we will use “irregular migrant” or 

“undocumented migrant” used to refer to migrants that enter and reside within a state absent 

official authorization and documentation. Teams may use whatever language they prefer to use 

in their essays, but they should be aware that there is some criticism of certain terminology on 

this resolution.  

Self-interest 

 Merriam-Webster defines “self-interest” as, “(1) A concern for one’s own advantage and 

well-being (“Self-interest, n.”). The Cambridge Dictionary offers a more qualified definition for 

“self-interest”, defining it as, “Consideration of advantages for yourself in making a decision, 

usually without worrying about its effects on others” (“Self-interest, n.”). Be aware that the 

resolution asks us to apply the term self-interest to a nation, so teams should consider what might 

constitute a “nation’s self-interest.” There is no standard definition of a “nation’s self-interest” 

and that phrase of the resolution is discussed in more detail in a different section of this primer. 

International Commitments 

 There is no common understanding of what the phrase “international commitments” 

refers to and the term has no bearing in international law. We will define the two words here that 
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compromise the phrase, but a more detailed analysis including examples of “international 

commitments” is included elsewhere in this paper.  

Commitment  

The Oxford English Dictionary provides many definitions for ‘commitment.’ The ones 

most relevant to the resolution are listed as follows:  

 (6a) “The action or an act of obligating or binding oneself or another to a 

particular course of action, policy, etc.; the action of giving an undertaking, either 

explicitly or by implication”;  

 (7a) “The state or quality of being dedicated to a cause, ideology, activity, etc.; 

the action of devoting oneself to something or someone; devotion, dedication”;  

 (8a) “The action or an act of assigning, dedicating, or devoting resources to a 

particular purpose or project” (“Commitment, n.”).  

The seemingly small differences between the different definitions are actually quite substantial 

and allow for teams to generate very different arguments depending on which interpretation of 

the term they follow. For example, it is possible to interpret entry 6a to refer to an internationally 

signed agreement (e.g. The Global Compact), 7a to refer to a nation’s ideological commitment 

(e.g. support of global human rights), and 8a to refer to a nation’s commitment of resources in a 

conflict region (e.g. deploying troops).  

International 

There are two Oxford English Dictionary entries for ‘international’ that are relevant for 

this topic. They are listed as follows: 

 (1a) “Designating or relating to relations between two or more nations or organizations 

made up of nations”;  
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 (1b) “Designating an organization, deliberative body, military force, etc., established or 

appointed by agreement between two or more nations” (“International, adj. and n.”).  

It is important to note that the resolution means “international” as relating to two or more 

separate nations.  

When in conflict  

Like the two prior sections above, these words of the resolution should be considered 

together rather than in isolation.  

Oxford English Dictionary offers two definitions of “conflict” that are relevant to the 

resolution:  

 (1a) “An encounter with arms; a fight, battle”;  

 (1c) “The clashing or variance of opposed principles, statements, arguments, etc.” 

(“conflict, n.”).  

These two definitions of “conflict” lead to two possible interpretations of “when in conflict” 

that create several possible readings of the resolution.  

First, “when in conflict” could refer to a conflict between a nation’s self-interest and its 

international commitments to migrants. In other words, when conditions exist such that a nation 

must choose whether to pursue an agenda that favors its self-interest or follow its international 

commitments to migrants, the affirmative side would argue that self-interest should outweigh 

international commitments to migrants. Teams that interpret the resolution this way should 

identify a conflict between pursuing national self-interest and following international 

commitments to migrants. There should be some specific reason identified (e.g. resource 

shortages, economic costs, etc.) that a nation cannot theoretically follow both agendas.  
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Second, “when in conflict” could refer to a nation that is in some conflict (e.g. a war or a 

trade war). This reading results in two further interpretations of the resolution.  

 A) If a nation enters into some hypothetical conflict (e.g. war or trade war) then, and only 

then, that nation's self-interest should outweigh its international commitments. At all 

other times, self-interest should not outweigh. This is likely too limited of an 

interpretation of the resolution as it has a very small literature base. Teams that interpret 

the resolution this way would have to establish a credible argument (and find experts) 

saying war or significant conflict create special conditions for prioritizing self-interest 

over international commitments.  

 B) According to the realist school of thought, nations are always engaged in some type of 

conflict. That would reduce the topic to “a nation’s self-interest should outweigh its 

international commitments to migrants.” This is a pretty broad interpretation of the 

resolution and would likely cause teams to defend more than is necessary. The 

affirmative would have to defend that in all instances, a nation’s self-interest should 

always outweigh its international commitments to migrants. The negative would have to 

defend that in all instances, a nation’s self-interest should never outweigh its 

international commitments to migrants. 

To avoid any confusion, we consulted with the topic authors concerning the intention of 

the phrase, “When in conflict…”  It is the intention of the IPPF to interpret this phrase to mean 

when a nation’s international commitments to migrants are inconsistent with national self-

interest. The phrase does not refer to international commitments during times of conflict, such as 

wars or uprisings – though wars and uprisings may very well be linked to honoring international 

commitments to migrants. 
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In the context of the resolution, the word “inconsistent” is a synonym for the word 

“conflict.”  Simply, the resolution asks the affirmative to prove that it is acceptable to value 

international commitments less when those commitments are “in conflict” or “inconsistent with” 

a nation’s self-interest. 

Should  

 Merriam-Webster defines “should” as a “modal verb used in auxiliary function to express 

obligation, propriety, or expediency” (“should”). In debate, “should” is usually inferred to mean 

“ought to.” (“Should, v.”).  

Outweigh 

 Lexico (Oxford Dictionary) defines ‘outweigh’ as “Be heavier, greater, or more 

significant than” (“outweigh). This definition is open to some interpretation by teams. Teams 

should consider the following question: what does it mean for a nation’s self-interest to be “more 

significant” than its international commitments to migrants? The answer to this question should 

be framed by how teams decide to interpret the phrase “when in conflict.”  (“Outweigh, v.”). 

Arguments 

Affirmative 

Cultural Preservation 

 Some political scientists have maintained that a nation has a unilateral right to control its 

borders based on cultural preservation justifications.  

 Patti Tamara Lenard, a professor of political philosophy at the University of Ottawa, 

summarizes that argument:  
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The argument that states, or nation states, have the right unilaterally to control their 

borders, and that they have the right to do so on cultural grounds, is typically attributed to 

Michael Walzer. In his Spheres of Justice, Walzer suggests that it is the prerogative of 

members of a community to decide whom to admit and whom to exclude, and for what 

period of time (Lenard 631).  

 The need to preserve culture, Lenard argues, means that nations have a strong interest in 

unilateral right to control border because cultural preservation is at the heart of self-

determination (Lenard 632).   

In many instances, states that have promoted aggressive agendas to abide by international 

commitments have faced with extreme populist backlash. One possible affirmative argument 

could be that countries should prioritize population exclusion as a manifestation of national self-

interest in order to limit even worse forms of populism from taking hold. Articles that discuss 

cultural anxiety and the rise of populism are listed below:  

 Basu, Zachary. “It’s not just the U.S.: Europe’s growing anti-immigration backlash.” 

Axios, 24 August 2018, https://www.axios.com/migration-drives-populist-surge-across-

europe-8a16ec3c-0c4c-4e0e-8f63-c4cff66b4936.html.  

 Becker, Jo. “The global machine behind the rise and rise of Sweden’s far right.” The 

Independent, 11 August 2019, 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/sweden-nationalism-neo-nazi-

riksdag-far-right-europe-donald-trump-a9052161.html.  

 Epstein and Gang. Migration and Culture. Bonn, Institute for the Study of Labor, 2010. 

 Gedmin, Jeffrey. “Right-wing populism in Germany: Muslims and minorities after the 

2015 refugee crisis.” The Brookings Institution, 24 July 2019, 
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https://www.brookings.edu/research/right-wing-populism-in-germany-muslims-and-

minorities-after-the-2015-refugee-crisis/.  

Social Contract 

 The social contract is one argument in favor of prioritizing national sovereignty over 

international commitments to migration. The social contract theory posits that a state only has an 

interest in protecting the rights of individuals who sign-on to a social contract that focuses on the 

needs of the individuals’ own society (Blake, 2013, p. 103). Therefore, Blake, professor argues, 

“the state is under no correspondingly universal obligation to protect or fulfill the rights of 

humans qua humans. [Instead], the state is . . . obliged to protect and fulfill the rights of only 

some humans, namely, those who happen to be present within its territorial jurisdiction” (Blake, 

2013, p. 117). 

 This argument allows us to see how the state has a right in refusing to follow its 

international commitments to migrants because of its interest in protecting its citizens. The 

following are pieces that discuss the social contract in context of migration: 

 Heath, Joseph. “Immigration, Multiculturalism, and the Social Contract.” Canadian 

Journal of Law and Jurisprudence, vol. X, no. 2, 1997, pp. 343-361. 

 McLaughlin, Dan. “Why we panic about Immigration.” The National Review, 21 January 

2019, https://www.nationalreview.com/2019/01/immigration-why-we-panic-birth-rates-

assimilation/.  

Economics 

 Some economists warn of an indirect economic harm brought about by migration. The 

domestic backlash responded to fears that migrants were responsible for the loss of industrial 

jobs in these developed nations. Some authors claim that low skilled migration causes wage 
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deflation. Nativist political parties introduced tariffs and Brexit. Such policies stifle international 

trade, thereby reducing the world GDP growth and harming the domestic GDP. Dani Rodrik, 

professor of international political economy, writes that: 

In Europe, the backlash to immigrants and refugees has been relatively sudden and could 

produce dramatic consequences not just for the process of European integration but for 

European democracies as well. Many economists believe that the backlash is fueled by 

nativists who do not understand the benefits of free flows of labor and people. But that 

does little to ameliorate the consequences (Rodrik 18).   

Discussions of reducing immigration based on welfare costs include the following: 

 Borjas, George. Immigration Economics. Harvard University Press, 2014.  

 Frum, David. “If Liberals won’t enforce Borders, Fascists will.” The Atlantic, 

April 2019, https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/04/david-frum-

how-much-immigration-is-too-much/583252/.  

Security 

 The security argument postulates that the national self-interest allows nations to prioritize 

their own national security over their commitment to accept migrants. Many states are concerned 

that within a group of migrants there could be one or more persons that have subversive intent to 

inflict on the host country.  SOAS University of London Professor of International Relations 

Fiona Adamson notes the link between national security and migration: 

International security scholars and policymakers are finding it increasingly difficult to 

ignore the relationship between migration and security in a highly interconnected world 

defined by globalization processes. Globalization is changing the overall environment in 
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which states operate, including how they formulate their security policies (Adamson 

167).  

 These authors support the national security interest over international commitments to 

migration: 

 Egerton, George. “Collective Security as Political Myth: Liberal Internationalism and the 

League of Nations in Politics and History.” The International History Review, vol. 5, no. 

4, 1983, pp. 496-524.  

 Miller, Abraham. “Obama’s Surge – It’s not against Jihadis.” The American Spectator, 14 

April 2016, https://spectator.org/66038_obamas-surge-its-not-against-jihadis/. Accessed 

2 August 2019.  

Negative 

Economics 

 The entry of migrants into a national economy can have many positive effects, both for 

the nation and its workforce. Migrants can benefit the local workers by opening businesses and 

employing domestic workers and they can contribute to the national welfare by paying taxes on 

their economic activity.  

 There is a subset of economists that tend to agree that the impact of migrants on the low-

skilled labor market in developed countries, such as the United States, tends to be initially 

negative. (Portes 13-17).  

However, this negative impact dissipates with time and is small. Thus, the economic 

consensus supports the notion that migrants do not negatively affect the domestic labor market in 

the long run (Portes 13-17). The bulk of the literature advances several important distinctions.  

First, the positions that many migrants fill are already low wage jobs.  Secondly, many experts 
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point out that the jobs available to low skilled migrants are positions that many native workers 

traditionally don’t want because of  the wages paid or the nature of the work.  The literature also 

demonstrates economic benefits from low skilled migration that supersede any possible 

downward pressure on wages.  It isn’t even necessary to concede that low skilled migration 

causes wage deflation, instead if you can demonstrate that the unemployment rate for those kinds 

of jobs is high then there would be very little impact on wages.  Some of the benefits are the 

resources accrued from taxes collected from migrants, not to mention the benefit to the 

businesses that are able to hire migrants for their workforce.  High skilled migration has even 

more benefits for businesses and the receiving country.  High skilled migration causes upward 

pressures on wages that help the citizens and migrants alike.  This kind of labor also leads to 

increases in GDP, increases in the competitive edge of industries as well as countries, and helps 

sectors of the economy that are in need of an influx of workers.   

 The presence of migrants can also boost domestic labor productivity. Economic research 

has found positive correlations between migration and the domestic productivity level. 

Economist Michael Clemens with the Center for Global Development states that “most of the 

productivity gap between rich and poor countries is accounted for by place-specific total factor 

productivity, not by productivity differences inherent to workers” (Clemens 97).  

 These scholars support the notion that migration is an economic good: 

 Bodvarsson and Van den Berg. The Economics of Immigration. 2nd ed., Springer, 2013.  

 Card and Peri. "Immigration Economics by George J. Borjas: A Review Essay." Review 

of Immigration Economics by George J. Borjas. Journal of Economic Literature, vol. 54, 

no. 4, 2016, pp. 1333-49.  
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Security 

 Some political scientists argue that nations that disobey international commitments 

endanger both the world and the nation itself. The nations must be willing to cede some level 

sovereignty to international institutions for world peace. Bertrand Russell, a philosopher and 

political activist, argues the following:  

There cannot be secure peace in the world, or any decision of international questions 

according to international law, until states are willing to part with their absolute 

sovereignty as regards their external relations, and to leave the decision in such matters to 

some international instrument of government (Russell).  

 Russell argues that a nation’s claim to sovereignty over international commitments, a 

claim to the preeminence of nationalism, will inevitably lead to conflict between nations. He 

writes: 

This claim to absolute sovereignty leads it into conflict with similar claims on the part of 

other great states. Such conflicts at present can be decided only by war or by diplomacy, 

and diplomacy is in essence nothing but the threat of war. There is no more justification 

for the claim to absolute sovereignty on the part of a state than there would be for a 

similar claim on the part of an individual. The claim to absolute sovereignty is, in effect, 

a claim that all external affairs are to be regulated purely by force, and that when two 

nations or groups of nations are interested in a question, the decision shall depend solely 

upon which of them is, or is believed to be, the stronger. This is nothing but primitive 

anarchy, ‘the war of all against all,’ which Hobbes asserted to be the original state of 

mankind (Russell).  
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These sources support the notion that national security concerns do not justify restricting 

migration flows: 

 Rampell, Catherine. “Stephen Miller is right about immigration — but not in the 

way that he means.” The Washington Post, 20 August 2019, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/08/20/stephen-miller-is-right-

about-immigration-not-way-that-he-means/. 

 Wadhia, Shoba. “Is Immigration Law National Security Law?” Emory Law 

Journal, vol. 66, 2016, pp. 669-696.  

Morality 

 Nations have moral and ethical obligations. They must abide by commitments that they 

voluntarily entered, or they risk consequences of not following through on promises made 

internationally. Some philosophers argue that allowing migrants to outweigh the national self-

interest stems from the moral insight that all human beings are equally deserving of moral 

consideration. Many argue that our humanity binds us together and precedes concerns of 

nationality.  Thus, the case continues that one's nationality should not differ in quality. Yet, one’s 

nationality often has a profound impact upon one's life prospects. Indeed, some scholars cite 

migration as the only way to end these differences in quality of life based on an individual’s 

nationality (Wellman).  

 These sources make varying moral cases for the adherence to international commitments 

to migrants despite the national interest: 

 Chomsky, Noam. “Crisis of Immigration.” United Nations University Institute on 

Globalization, Culture and Mobility, 5 November 2016, Barcelona, Spain. Annual Guest 

Lecture.  
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 Feldstein, Steven. “Moral Failure in Libya.” Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace, 22 May 2018, https://carnegieendowment.org/2018/05/22/moral-failure-in-libya-

pub-76423.  

 Kleingeld, Pauline. “Kant’s Cosmopolitan Law: World Citizenship for a Global Order.” 

Kantian Review, vol. 2, 1998, pp. 72-90.  

 Schuck, Peter. “The Morality of Immigration Policy.” San Diego Law Review, vol. 45, 

2008, pp. 865-897.  

Writing Guide 

 The following Writing Guide has been provided by IPPF Advisory Board Member Trey 

Smith.  

 I. Writing Tips for IPPF 

The allure of winning a free trip to New York City to debate for thousands of dollars in 

prize money is unquestionably what draws many students to compete in the International Public 

Policy Forum (IPPF) each year. Yet, it should be understood from the outset that the IPPF is 

primarily a writing contest. After your team qualifies for the Top 64, you must then engage in 

written debates where the validity of your evidence is scrutinized and the quality of your 

argumentation is under a microscope. By the end of the written portions of this contest, you will 

have written hundreds of pages, read hundreds of articles, and done so under pressing due dates. 

Reaching the Elite Eight of the IPPF requires a lot of work, a strong ability to work as a team, 

and attention to detail. 

Emphasizing this level of commitment is not meant to dissuade. Rather, it is meant to 

offer an expectation for teams that really want to go far in the competition. The top performing 
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IPPF debaters all agree that the work was worth it. Not only did they learn to work well with 

their teammates, but they became significantly better writers because of the process. Several 

IPPF alumni have reflected that they learned more about writing well through IPPF than any 

other English or language arts class. 

 II. Identifying a Writing Process 

A unique challenge to the IPPF process is finding the best way to write a cohesive essay 

authored by three, four, or sometimes even more individuals. Once you have found your team, 

you will first want to decide on the writing model that will work best for your group. While 

every IPPF team is different, there are two common iterations of the writing model: the lead 

editor model and the divided sections model. 

 Lead Editor 

In this writing process, one member serves as the lead editor and writer of the essay, 

while the other team members take on the bulk of the research burden. The researchers identify 

evidence, pull direct quotes, and synthesize the information in a concise format. The lead writer 

then weaves together the best arguments with seamless transitions and rhetorical flourishes. This 

model probably results in a more cohesive essay supplemented by one strong voice. However, 

this model requires a significant amount of trust in your teammates to follow through with the 

research and puts a lot of the pressure on just one team member. 

Divided Sections 

A good essay is going to be organized into distinct sections anyway, so the natural 

tendency of most teams will be to assign each section of the essay to a different writer. The team 

meets as a whole to discuss the overall direction of the essay and agrees on the major areas of 

analysis that should be addressed. Then, keeping the word count in mind, each member becomes 
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the expert on their assigned section and essentially writes a smaller, independent essay. This 

model allows for a clear division of labor and allows each team member to become an expert on 

a specific area of the resolution. The challenge of this model is making sure the three or four 

distinct sections flow together and establish a strong, cohesive voice before submitting the final 

draft. Setting early deadlines for each member to submit their section is key to making this style 

effective. 

III. Organization 

A thoughtful, carefully considered organization is crucial for both the qualifying essay 

and the written debates. Successful teams utilize bold section titles, subheadings, and other visual 

cues. Place yourself in the shoes of an IPPF judge who may be reading dozens of submissions. 

Receiving a paper that is 2,800 words straight with no clear breaks or delineation of arguments 

will be difficult to follow, especially for a judge who is reading through hundreds of pages. 

The contest rules also allow for teams to include graphs, charts, or other visual 

representations. Avoid the temptation to go over-board with these charts. Only include them if 

the same data could not be similarly communicated through words. Judges are more interested in 

reading your arguments than interpreting charts they could have found on their own. 

 IV. Research 

After the general readability of the essay, the next quality that will best distinguish the 

top essays is the depth of research. If the works cited page contains just a few sources and some 

of them are Wikipedia, do not expect to go far. If the works cited page is multiple pages long 

containing respected news sources and academic journals, you are on the right track. The essay 

should draw from the most important research and most recent news available on the topic. 

When it comes to the written debate rounds, expect the details of the research to play an 
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important role. Within the rebuttals, teams will frequently point out cherry-picked quotes and 

question the reliability of authors. Make sure that all evidence can withstand that level of 

scrutiny. 

 V. Originality 

Making creative, original arguments may be most important for the qualifying essay 

portion of the contest. Again, from the perspective of a judge, how are you going to get noticed? 

This judge has read a dozen essays on the same topic, so what can you write about that no one 

else has thought of? Originality may also factor in your decision to submit either an Affirmative 

or Negative qualifying essay. If you think most teams are going to submit an Affirmative essay, 

writing a creative Negative essay may help your team stand out. 

 VI. Rubric and revisions 

The qualifying essay all comes down to the numbers on the rubric. Judges provide a score 

out of 25 on Introduction/Conclusion; Writing/Organization; Vocabulary/Word Usage; 

Ideas/Evidence; and Advocacy. The essays with the highest numbers advance in the contest, so 

teams need to maximize their points in each of those areas. Do not overlook any area. A weak 

conclusion could be the sole factor preventing an otherwise stellar essay from qualifying. All 

team members should commit to becoming MLA experts. Perfect spelling and grammar are 

assumed, but make sure every citation and every parenthetical adhere to MLA standards. 

The top teams will have drafts of their essay complete in August or September. Then, 

they will give their essay to other teachers, former debaters, or anyone else willing to provide 

feedback. Expect to rewrite and rewrite multiple times. The more perspectives and the more 

revisions you can incorporate, the more prepared your final product will be to go in front of 

multiple judges. Provide a copy of the IPPF rubric to anyone you ask to provide feedback. 
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VII. Conclusion 

The IPPF will receive hundreds of essays any given year. To advance, your 

team’s goal must be to stand out. The three best ways to get your essay noticed by a judge is to 

format your essay perfectly, craft original arguments, and conduct multiple revisions. The 

amount of time you put into your essay will directly correlate to its quality. If you and your 

teammates are willing to put in the necessary time, you can expect to be rewarded through this 

amazing and unique debate experience. 
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